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BOCIAL AND CULTURAL AMALGAMATION OF ARABS IN
SELECT MIDDLE EAST FICTION

De. K. Faly Abdulla
At Prefemor of Engiish
WD drin o Soerre Callege. Wioyond, Keroln
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Cine of he partnen ssues in Mddie Esstern studes s he
siatis and percepbons ol Aisb bves 0 so00- Culure
conlest Mosi of the inieliectusl approaches oAb
locussed mainly on the irndéonal and comenbonsl status
ol Arab 0 homa (and and host land, This percepbon of
Arab wrilers can ba aguably reflecisd not only n the
Onentalist approaches 1o the Mddie East bul also n e
writings, including Gclional wriings of Midde Essiem
wrilers. In fncl many fctional wniings ae consOoUSYy OF
unconscicusy documenl [he bansécn of Amb wlently
from traddional sisture lowards cosmopoiian and
liberated, The present study = an atlempt i ciosely read
salpcl Mddis Essism fichon with e obyecihve of
Idenisfying the transibon of Arabs from ther radibonsl past
lo the ibersied presani Tha anice itskes the nelerence
from fhree mmor fictions in Middle East Englsh wring
RejanAlsanea sGis of Riyach, Laila Halaby Wes! of the
Jordan, SusanAbuhawa shiomings in fhe Jemn
ReinaAlsanea was bom |n Kuwail o Saud paronts
Her inther was an ediior and journais for the nignmation
ministry In Kuwad. Alsansa enjoyed liberal way of Me snce
het parenls were beral and tesisd men and women
squally in berms of using their nghts and dubes  Alsansa
recorved har bachelor's degres i Denbsiry from King
Siud University In 2005, Al the age ol eighl, her tamsdy
moved back to Seudi Araba and became sntangied Wi
ihe ulre-conservaiive socal sysieen inlending 1o bulld up
a madical career, Alsanea started writng Girts of Riyadh

gdunng her medical college education She gof mmense
heip and suppor from her lamdy especially hom her seter
Rasha |t fook six years {0 complete the nove! and Snally,
Alsanea published Girls of Ry in 2005 A mumber of
copies of the book wers sold through e bisck marked due
io the ban of the novel n Saud Amba The book
immediataty reached ds besiseller status afier the remows
of the ban from Saudi govemmenl Global resders wadey
sccepled e book and il reached far Bnd wioe

Alsanea portrays primanly lour characters in Girls of
Fyadh, Garwah, Sadeem, Michelie and Lames All lour
charciers ae from Riyadh, Thiy stuty st tha Linhwersity of
Feyadh They have wendar upbmnging and soos
orcumsiances arcund tham The first hall of he nows
explans e sequance of siruggle under the patrisrchal
hegermony. In which post-marital complicabons are a
recurrend thame in the novel |t appoars thal passsdy i
watiled or programmed in the mind of Arab woman af an
earty age One of the reasons for this s the fact thal the
Saud community |8 often lookad &l &S role models among
e blusim workd

in lacl four girs poriraved in Girls of Riyedh by
Alsanea sre menely an obpcive represantabon of ihe Amb
community They neither represent Arab womanhood nor
ryect i represantaiion of Amab womanhood However,
Pew Arnb weniity lormation was wisible unil they redefined
o he cosmopoitan social structurn. Ther rossiance
agans! paliineal hagemony m sooo-palilical and cullured
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nstibubions was & shear challsnge in Saudi Arabia,
Alsanaa condemna (he Iacl ihal her chaisciens beiong Io
the alte tamdy and siways revolve wilen B city of
Riyadh. At the sama bma, the posibon of women n ofher
paia of the couniry, especally Inienor localtes & sl
uneaplored and will be arguably contamnated by De rigd
pairinoal sysiem

Al the lour woman characten porrayed by Alsanea
are unied by St sirong fendship 1o sach ofher Each
ona of ham suflers e biller expanence of e except
Lamess, who was brought up in & cosmopolitan amibwenoe
Her relabonship wad sccording [0 har parsonal choice.
ARer marrisge, she goss to Canada to pursue her degree
N madone Lamees & presented a5 a person with @ kend
heart She lakes care of Gamrah 1o (mach the bhases of
comgpulers and he imemel. Tha helpng mentality makes
Lamess more astabished and independan| {0 think inoely
whoul oty oismal mssatnce Lamees OGanvah
Michelle and Sadeem aschange the bond of inendship and
iowe sach olhar.

Alsanea significantly hwghiights Gamrah ma [he man
character in the novel Gils of Riyadh starts with the
mamage of Gamrah. She & gong o get mamed soon.
Eider male members in the lamily predelermined her
mamage sthoul her admittance They do not coraider her
chosa 1o ssect o llo partner. Alsanea ciearty depicts the
siory of Gamrsh as a hyphenabng women identty in the
novel Shé o he pictune of passive and doole at tha indiyd
parl of e nowel She was unable o spesk 0 & loud voice
She fears the patarchal norms and condéons of society.
That & wiy, she was lorced o gl mamed lo Rashid in
fact, iha palriineal sysiem made a sirong decson n her
life. 1t has & rellacted mmpact on the public plationn as well
"Boys ‘number’ grls n shopping malls and on the
highways, throweng businesa cards o scaps of paper ko
car windows. On mismational Bghis. peopls quiue for
bathrooms fo change nio or cur prescribed Saud dress”
(ERfway 1EZ) Ths » the besi sxample of unequal
conslderabon thal men and women recene from Saud
Arabla. |l can be visbie in e shopping malls, pubic parks
and public ranspon system

Lada Halaby made @ huge mfuence among the
Jordanian communtly by her lilermery coniributions. The
presant thess goas under e scruliny of her temous work
wes! of ihe Jordan, won the PENBeyond Margins Award
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Halaby was bom in 1988 n Lebanon She had hybnd
paroniage, s Jordanan fnther and an Amenican mother Al
e sarly childhood dsell. she mgraied o Amenca along
with her paents She staried educabon and conbnusd
there m Amanca She was & passonss vavelesr and lived
In differeni parts of the word She sefSed mosty n
Argona  Her stucatonal ualiicabons incude an
undergraduiitn degres in Maken and Arabec, o Masters n
Arabsc |ilerature and counsalling Al present, she works as
an cubreach counsallor for e Universdy of Arcona's
college of public health

She hos an excepbonal nampbve skil and pubilc
accaplance In har lisrary caesr by bringng teo nowels
mio her career Wes! of e Joman and Once in @
promesed land Bacon press published both these nowels
Besides fiction and poelry, she siso wiiles siories
chidren. She iolows Amencan expenence in her writing
West of the Jordar was mmnly on the acoounl of har
Amencan expenenca Tha novel discoses the ke of four
owsm. who grow up under difersnl croumstances
There wre manly fowr women characiars in ths novel:
Hala, Mawsl Sorayys and Khadija. Hala has grown up in
Anrona Al e beginmng of the novel, she vislls har
grandmother She resioes that she sill has a srong bond
Io her naon

She escapes fom ihe radibonal wals of Jordanian
socely. She moved and seflled in America manly
Intended o gel & good educabor. She imbibes Amarican
culbure ang Mestyw and adapls » cosmopalitan esiyle
Hala ofisn comes 1o compare her educaied staius nio
other family members Hala's father did not give good
suppor for reading books from cutside of schodl kexds. He
used (o inke her away fom books and extra reading Her
ssiel Latla sb grows up 1o the expecisbon of patnarchal
converlions and iraditons By assmising new deas of
coamopaliian |iberabon, Hals came 1o resizs her ndivadual
\deniity, which shaped wiihow! e misrierence of any
axdemal lorces In fac, Halaby's porrayal of characier
Hala smply folows cosmopolitan iberation from the g
structure of the socisty

Hhﬂnfrhlmlnbrimmmm
who was one among the lour cousina. She & the worst
aflected and suppressed characier hghlightsd here
Khadja was under |he control of her sinct falher and
brother She was unable o bear the brdal sttack ol her
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father. She was passive and mackve due o he lear of her
father, The burning fre of resistance resdes n her, bul
urable fo prolest aganst the authoniative doman of her
fathar and brother masnly becuse of the lear Her brother
harassod her and mestreatod hor befora har father The
learful image of the brutal father shways haunts Khadijas n
differsnd feids ol her e, Khadga (s the Swrd cousa
porireyed smong e four cousrs. Har (omdy also sottied
in Amevica KheSia breads o Amarica and pasnsiaiong |y
pasimiaies Amencan oullure Thal is why the sony bahind
ha American selemanl i Bal hey S8 preserve
ired@onal valued and cusioms in Amanca i folioas har
fsihers' naage Her lamdy continues e tradilional
mangset while approaching Amencan modem  culture
Kradija's siory reminds the brutsl ince of pairianchal
dommnabon over the |nferior sechion of socety Through
tis lather-daughter relabonstep. the cusl fnce of
palnrchy such as wolenoe, halred and gnorance
acconiumisd by Hataby

Sorsya’s chaincler i Wesl of the Jomar draws
niteribon io vanous adapive siages of womanhood n hosl
land Her mother expacts her daughier o be an wasl Arad
WOMBN Sormyl was ssked 1o be obedent and SUDMESive
She has o lulfil the erpectations of her mother, which was
highly conservabve Somelimes. her mother compared
Sormyn wilh olher Jordaran gris odeal convenlions
quaises |n her eyes. so-calied ideal qualibes o mmply
good enough Wy sister and couse are the way my
mother wishes, | was and she & shweys comparing us and
lnling whal pood girla they e and how | am jusl a
haadache™ (Hsaby 25). When she opposes tho wishes of
har mather, e f will be n haadachs korever (0 tha (amily
Soraya loals more aflachad o Amencan culture then Amb
culhure, She evalustes thal freedom & the nacessity for a
woman like her R distiabs the stegrity of har family and
e aftactenent of har mother iowards her

Susan Abuihawals & Palessnian American writer and
B strong achwst for Palestinan chidren welliva In order 1o
formulate Palestnian domeséic conflict and chaos. there &
B sulable work wiilen by Abuhawa, [Bed Momings
Joran 1 siso anbghtens woman s position (0 the midst of
israsl Palestne conflcis Susan Abulhmwn was bom o
refugees of so-day war m 1967 War complications make
e Abulhaewn iamily dsassembled and disiocated fom
fer and The dewsicpmental stages ol Abuhaws's
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parsonality kegmenied in dfieren] places. She resades in
Kuwsil, Jordsn and Esst Jerusslom before the finpl
saftiament in he US. Afler the publicabion of Momings (r
Jenn, she publshed her second novel The Biue Befesen
Sky and Waler N |5 widely sold and iransisled inio
ninsisen (anguages. Abulhaws wes [he founder of the
Playground lor Palestine. |1 wam an NGO that promoles
Paisstinian chidren by building playgrounds in Peestng
and UN relugee camp n Lebanon Her active mvolveement
in saarsl campagns agmnst lerssl impenallsm paved &
e wiy Of acivesm for an Arab woler.

in this nowel Abulhawa porrays [he e of & young
grl, Amal. She was brought up n the medsi of suppresson
Palesting and lsreal war in its background of the story,
which compleiely anniulales nalive shabdanis from (hes
homeland. The fear and anaisly of Twee nabve folks
esspocially womer lolks clearly depcis Wwough ihe
porspective of & young girl, Amal B a0 inhids the
inakality of this young girl bo ressi gender diascriminalion
and \radibonal sherectypes, which patrarchal sooety Lssd
o mpoaa ovel e younpe' Qenesbon  Pairlineal
hagemaony of culture, family and religion plays & crucial
rola in (e developmant of Amal Soon Amal reslaed that
e curront situabon in thes homeland (s nof comensnt for
girs both mlemally and exomally Especialy & gl ke
Amal has iots of kerstabons snce sha kosd het parents. She
wan under (he control of her uncle and munbe Indeed she
waa (skon care of wery wel by her uncie and Aunbe
However, the antire taméy system was agans! a knds of
righis and privileges of a gei's wash

in Morings in Jomin, Amal's purney boging wih her
orphanhood. Immedisely aller the demise of her talher,
Amal deodes o move sy o gl an educalion There
werg serious discussons beken place regarding The
marriage of Amal in her uncie’s house. Being an orphan
gir, she will have no powertl voice rather han smply
obey the order. Sha soon meakzes thal living In conficiad
dysiopsan Palostng & nol & hechc sk for women while
companng (o he encouniael of rad@onal steractypes and
parikneal hogemony thal she faces. because a Palesinian
WwOrman B comparstiviely distressed ower T madbonal Sos
of the society, |n fact, Amal's decison ws 0 nn ke sewy
and inad hard 1o gat & scholarship 10 conbnue her sludy n
e US
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