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Abstract 

poctal lanue 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL AMALGAMATION OF ARABS IN 
SELECT MIDDLE EAST FICTION 

Keywords: dste Enst whrs kaortiy, Conuevtum nd Lberalum 

One of the pertinent issues in Mddle Eastern shudes s the 
status and percepbons ol Arnb ves in sooo aur 
contest Most of the intelecual approaches to Arab 
focussed mainly on the tradonal and conventonal status 
of Arnb in hame land and host Ths perceptan o 

Ornentalist approeches to the Mdde Est but also in he 
wrtings, incuding Scional wrdings of Midde Eastem 
writers. In act, many ictional wrtings re consciosy o 
unconsciousy doaument the tansan d Arab idetty 
trom tradtional stature towards cOsmcpoitan nd 
liberated, The present s'udy is an atemgt to cosety read 

select Mddle Easterm ficion with the cjecve 
identlying the transiton ol Arabs from ther raditional past 
O e oo t 

RejsaAlsanea'sGirs of Ryadh, Leia Halaby West af the 
Jordan, SismnAbuhawa'slkorings in the Jerin 

Su 

n b he iberad pratunt t bcunes on Sad 

RojaAlsanea was bom in Kuwait to Sauó parents 
Her tather was an editor and jounaist for the inlomaton 

December 2022 

o from 

a Ryacth, Jortanian auftor, Lalo Httyà West of he ndan A Novel, Paestnian noveds, Susan Abutaeas omings n Jenin 
can be argued thar the peopl in the s Eatterm courtnes an arcumucribed wthh the conservstve tradlion mtch can be seen in 
vary lamy and the sociaty asa uhole Ths has udestandabijy led to ormabon anothar curtre by the process d aimtion n lact 
Modle Eastrs have auaty aryted o higtge he cst dlavna and compleues af Arab pepe in tha atactve host ard 

ministry in Kuwat Alsanea enjoyed lberal way d iHe snce 
her parents were kberal and treated men and women 
Dqually in terms of using their nghts and duties Alsanoa 
tcoived har bachelar's degree in Dentstry trom Kang 

tled 

the ultra-conservative socal system Intending to build up 
a medical caroer, Alsanea started wriing Girts af Ryadh 

Dr. K. Fol Abdulla 
Aisant Pefesor af Engiah 

WMO Arts ond Soenc Colege. Wayand, Kerala 

olde 
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ng the orocess ot sooa nd cuural 

Rajaskaanea's Girts 

during her medical college education She got mmerse 
help and suppart from her famiy espedaly tom her sster 
Rasha t tock six ysars to complete the novel and fnaly. 
Asanea published Girls ol Rlyach in 2005 A umoer o 

h e ie Sas Aaba The bock 
immediataly reached ts bestseller status atr the ranoval 
af the ban from Saudl govørnmant Global readers midely 
accepted the book and it roached far and wde 

he sim workd 

Asanen portrays primarily kour characters in Girts o 
Ryadt, Ganeah, Sadeem, Michale and Lamis All bu 
daracters are trom Riyadh. They study at the University ¡ 
Ryadh They have simiar upbringing and social 
orcumstances around them Tha first hall of 1 

heoameny n which post-martal camplicabons are a 
recurrent theme in the novel It appears that passvty is 
instled ar programmed in the mind of Arab women at an 
any age One ol the reasons lor this is the fact that the 

Saud communty is oien lookad a as role models among 

In fact our girls potrayed in Girls of Rlyadh b 

Abanes are meraly an otjechve representabon of the Aratb 

het Aab identy ormuation was visible untl they redelned 
into he cosmopoitan socal stucture. Ther resstance 
aganst patineal hegemany in soco-paltical and culura 

lodi internallonal Jounal of esecrch in Hurmanles, Arts and Science 



Instiutions os sheor chalonge in Saud Aratia. 
Alsanea condemns the fact thal her haracters belong to 
the elte tamly and always revdlve wthn the cty of 
Rlyadh. At the same bme, the postlon of wonen in other 

parta of the country, espeoally Interigr locaibes, is stl 
unexplarod and l be arguably containated by the igd 
patrlneal system 

are unted by 

one af tham suflers he biter expanience of ile ec 
Lamees. wo was brought up in a cosmopoltan ambience 
Her relaionship was according lo her personal choice 
Aher marrlge, she goes to Canada to pursue her degree 
in medcine Lamees is presented as a person with a knd 

heart She takes care d Gamrah to taach the bascs o 
computers and the internet This helping mentality makes 

eo nd independent to think roely 

nvan, 
Mchele and Sadoem axchange he bond of fnendship and 
iove oach other. 

Halaby was bom in t986 in Lebanon She had hybrid 
parontage, a Jardanian father and an American mather. Al 
the sarly chiidhood tsel. she mgrated to Amenca along 
with her parents She started educaton and continued 

there in Amarnca She was a passonate aveler and lived 

in áileront parts f he wotd She seted mosty in 
Arizona Her oducatonal qualicabons incude an 

characters portayed by Asanes undergrnduate degree in taian and Arabe, teo Masters in 
ra nd counseling Al present, she was as 

for the Universty of Azona's 

Alsanea significantly hghigts Gamrah as the main 
character in the novel Girh af Ryadh starts wilth the 

marage ol Gamrah. Shea gong to get marned soon. 
Elder male members in the tamly predetermined her 
mamage wthout her admitarnce They do not conaider her 

le prner. Asanea dearty depics the 

niderntty In the 
Gam 

novel She sheocrent 
part ol te novel She was unable to spoak in a loud valce 
She foars he patarchal norms and condtons of sooety. 
That is why, she was orced to get married to Rashid r 
fac, the patineal system made a strong deson in her 

life. It has a relected impact on the public pladorm as well 
'Boys 'umber grls in shopping malls and on the 
highways, hroing business cards ar soraps al paper into 

bathrooms to chaeoe e Ppe 

(EWY 162) Ths s the best exarmole ol 

conidr abon that men and wonn racove fum Saud 

December 2022 

queue fo 

colege af public hsalth 

She has an excapbonal narratve sl and putlc 
acoeptance in her lterary career by bringing ho novels 
nto her caroer West of the Jordan, and Once in a 

promised lant Bacon press published both these novels 
Besides lcion and poetry, she aso writes stories to 
hildren She ldlows American expanence in her writng 

Wet of he Jordan was mainly on the aooount of her 

ve dlsooes he ite of four 
GaUNs 

-5SN: 2456-5571 

There are mainly fou women characters in this novel: 
Hala, Maal, Sorayya and Khadja Hala has grown up in 
Anzona Al he beginnng of the noval, she viaits har 
grandmcther She reazes that she stl has a sbrong bond 
toher naton 

She escapes trom the tradtonal wals of Jordanian 
s0cety. She moved and setled in America mainly 
loo ducaton She imbibes American 

pan Heslyle 
Hala alen comes io m 

other family members Hala's father did not give good 
uppot for reading books fom outside of schodi texts He 
used to talke her away rom bocks nd extra oadng Her 
istor Latfa stl gros up to the expectaton o patrarchal 
onvenllons and traditons By assimlatng new ideas o 
cosmopolltan liberation, Hala came to realze her indvidua 

aped without the interlerence of any 
porraya of characer 

ala snply tolos 
structure of the socdety 

smopalitan beration from he ngid 

West af the Jordarn brings another character hadja 
Lala Halaby made a huge inluence among he who was one amang he lour coUsins She s the wont 

Jordanian community by her literary contributlions The afected and suppressed character hghlighted here 
present thoss goes under he scruiny of her tamous work Khadja was under the contral of har shid father and 

Arabia. Ii can be vsibie in the shopping malla publc parka 
and public transport system 

ast af the ordan won he PENBeyond Margins Award brother She was unable lo bear he brutal atack of her 

Bodhi inernafional Jounal of teseorch n Humantles, Ats and Sclence 



ue 

tather. She sas passive and inactve due lo he fear af hr 
father. The burning ire of resistance resides in her, but 
unabla to protest against the authontatlve doman of her 
father and brother many becuse oe ea e u 

leartul iage ol the brutal tather atways haurnts Khadijan 
differant Helds o her ife. Khadja is the thrd cousn 
portrayed anang the four causrs Her lamiy aso setled 
In America Khadja breed in America and panstalongly 
Bssimiates Amercan aulture That is wy the rony behind 
the Anertcan setternert is that hey st preserve 
tradbonal walues and qusloms in Amarica t lolows her 
lathers linange Her lamiy continues he traditional 

Khadija's story reminds the butal isce dl patiarchal 
dominabion over the interio section of society Through 
his tatherdaughter relatonship. he cuel faco of 
patriarchy ch as vdlence, hatred and ignorance 
acoenhuated by Halaby 

Saraya's characte in West of the Jordar dras 
atonbon to vaicus adaptve stages of womanhood n host 
land Her mothor axpects her daughtr to be an idaal Arab 

highly conservative Sometmes, her mather oompared 
Soraya mith other Jordanian grts idoal conventonal 
quates In her eyes, so-calied ldeal qualitbes aro simply 
good enough My sistor and cousn are the way my 
mother wises, I was and she is always comparing us and 
teling what good girs they e and how am justa 

headache. (Haaby 25). When she opposes the wshes of 
her mothar, hen will be a headache lorever In the famiy 

ceo to Anercan cultire than Arab 

woman ike her t disturbs the ntegity ol her lamily and 

the atachment of her mother tomards her 

Susan Abuhanals a Paiesinan American wriler and 
a stong actst for Palestinan chldran weltare in arder to 
famulata Palesinlan domestc canfict and chaos, there is 
a sutatie wot wrtten by Abuhama, tted Mamnings in 
Jerin aso onightens wonon's poslion in the midstof 
Isael Palestrne conficts Ssan Abulhwa was borm to 
reugees of sa-day war n 1967 War complications make 

y er land The develcomental stages o Abuhaas 

December 2022 E-45SN: 2454-5571 

personally tagmented in dtflerent places. She resides in 
Kumat, Jordan and East Jerusaern before the hinal 
setement in the US. After he publicaion of Momings in 

nd transl i 

nineteen languages Abuhawa was the founder d the 
Playgound lar Palestine It was an NGO that promctes 
Paiestinan chidren by bulding paygrounds in Paiestine 
and UN retugee camp in Latbangn Her actve invovement 
n several campaigns against lsrael imperialism paved a 

new way of acivésm for an Arab rter. 
n tis novel Abulhava patrays the ite ol young 

gin, Amal. She wes brought up n the mdt o suppresson 

which completety annhlales native nhabtants trom tha 

homeland. The fear and aniety d hese natve folks 
especialy women lols dearly depcs though the 
perspective ofo young girl, Amal aso inhbita the 
inability of ths young gi to resist gander dsatimination 
nd tradtional sterectypes, which patrarcal sooety uSBd 
to mpose ove the younga generaton Patrinaal 
hegernony of aulturo, tamily and raligion plays a crucial 

girts both internally and externally Espedaly a prt ke 
Amal has idta of imtabons since ahe lost her parerts She 
as under Ihe contol ol her unce and aunbe Indeed. she 
was takon cre of vey wol by her unde and Aunbe 
However, the entire tamly system was aganst al knds of 
ights and prtvileges ol a gfs wsh 

In Monings in Jerin, Amal's journey begins with her 
arphanhood. Immediateiy ater the demise of her fathar. 
Amal deo0es to move ay to get an education There 

placa 
marriage ot Amal in her uncel's has 

gir, she will have no poeortul voca ather than simply 
cbey the ordar. She scon realzes that living in conticded 
ystopan Palostne a not a hectc task lor women while 
comparing to the encounte d tradtonal sterectypes and 
patilineal hegamony that she faces becase a Palestnian 
womanis comparatvely dstressed over he tradtonal loa 
dhe sodety. In fact, Amas decision ws to nun lar aay 
and tned hard to get a scholanship to cantue her study in 
he US 
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